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Baskets of Estonia, Lithuania and Spain

Before the emergence of plastics, people used natural materials available around them
to make the items necessary for everyday life. Materials are chosen and manipulated
specifically for the finished piece to perform its task. Unlike mass-produced items of
today, ageing means beauty and character and is a reflection of fine craftsmanship.

Baskets have long been made from all kinds of materials in diverse shapes and sizes.
Largely unaffected by technology, baskets have always been woven by hand from start
to finish at the rhythm of a craftsperson. There used to be a time when excess was not
an option; time, care and effort was always required to create something useful and
durable.

Found MUJI World Baskets 2 explores baskets used in different parts of Europe, made
from materials ranging from trees, shrubs to grasses. Pine from Estonia and
willow from Lithuania are both materials commonly found in the cooler climates
and esparto is a grass that grows abundantly in the hot dry areas of the south. These
baskets are remnants of skills and traditions that have survived, and are still surviving
in today’s world.
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Pine

In the forests of Estonia, trees grow abundant. Pine trees need to reach a height of around 35 metres
before it is suitable to be cut down. Although grown side by side with other trees such as spruces
and aspens in the country’s vast forests, pine has always been the choice for basketry due to its
strength and durability.

A pine tree must be processed into ‘chips’, which refers to the thin slices of pine used for making
baskets. There are two main methods to make chips, their uses depend on the basket type.
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When making smaller baskets the chips must be thin
with small widths. The tree is cut into quarters and
sliced to a suitable width before being shaved to
approximately 0.8mm thick pieces.
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Referring to strips of wider widths, trees trunks are
directly shaved into thin chips. Making veneer pieces
is labour intensive work, but these are stronger than
splints and used for larger baskets.
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Pine chips with a consistent thickness are only possible with the steady control of experienced hands.
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Splints and veneers are still thin pieces of wood that could split or break if not handled correctly when weaving.
They are lightly softened with water before weaving.
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Living with Trees

In Estonia people have long lived and grown up around forests, taking care of the trees as the trees
provide for them. Trees are such a part of life that they are considered as the property of the people
living in and around the forests. In the area of Avinurme, east of Estonia where the material of the
baskets were taken from, many family names of the local people are actually derived from the names
of trees.

As the craftsman walk around the forest, he interacted with the trees with a quiet familiarity, revealing
a deep understanding of the ways of the forest.
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Willow

One of the most recognised materials in basketry is willow, which is actually a type of shrub. In
Lithuania, a commonly used variety is Salix Purpurea, or ‘purple willow’, which has slender rods
suitable for fine basketry. Being a resilient plant, it requires little maintenance and grows to 1.5
to 3 metres in height every year. Straight plants with a uniform thickness, flexibility and minimum
branching in particular are ideal for weaving.

Willow is cultivated in fields and cut in early spring or late autumn, depending on the lengths of willow
needed. The stumps of the cut willow can be left to grow for several more times so planting is not
required every year.
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Harvested willow is striped of leaves and branches, and when required the skin is also taken off to reveal the

smooth rods underneath. After harvesting, the rods are processed and sorted into neat bunches according to
lengths and dried naturally.
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techniques available, willow baskets do come ! e 5 s L 1 i y

in endless variations. Baskets for everyday 3 £ s , v i J 3 ¥ HIHJ“ _“ I.“u
use utilise the more slender rods, which are : % J : | L " _ |.-
tightly woven into fine and sturdy shapes. When : . - - ; ) LA
required to be extra durable or to be used near : L -
water, the skin may be left on. Some baskets
are made of split willow, which can only be
done with older plants with thicker stalks,
though these can also be bent and used as
basket handles. Willow is a versatile material
that allows craftspeople to freely develop their
designs, from small baskets to furniture and
shop displays.

When asked about whether the different
types of baskets all have specific uses, the
craftspeople simply replied: ‘they should be
used as you like.’
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Esparto

Esparto is a perennial grass endemic to parts of southern Europe and north Africa. Despite its rugged
appearance, the wiry grass has proven itself over the centuries as a useful material for the local
people. Esparto has survived freely in wild rocky terrains and is a resource that is gathered from the
land when it is needed.

Esparto isn’t as part of everyday life as before, however the material is still readily recognised by the
people. Even though there is a shift in the industry that favours the more decorative items, it means
the presence of the craft is still appreciated; and the tradition stays strong with the land.

RO —MOEDIE. XBSAT XNV EFKRRTEDRAICTEFiE, MALRDBHERVEDE TEIEIELWIC
fEEFTVEEY, 2 MWTELSLPLTLSRALY, REEZEFL L TRMEREVEHTFELHNET, Zhll
SUCH REIRAIY, BOWESNEE, SESELFEEFEVR B ET PIOBEER L LY W DRI RE S
TEEY, TR/NVME BIEVISADESHEM T,

The most common technique is to take parallel strands of the raw grass and weaving these into plaits, which can
be stitched together edge to edge to create different items. Another way to prepare esparto is to crush the grass
before weaving takes place, creating a softer, matted finish. Other techniques include cross warping, coiling
and twining, all of which create baskets with completely different functions and impressions, demonstrating the
versatility of this material.
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Plaits made at various widths are rolled up and line the walls of a workshop, ready to be made into different items. From a single coil of plaits, craftspeople can create items by simply coiling, stitching the plaits edge to edge and
Traditionally, these are prepared separately before transported to workshops. trimming, to create the shapes required.
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Esparto has an especially strong cultural
significance in parts of southern Spain, where
a set of vocabulary exists for esparto items
made for specific purposes. For example, the
caracolera is a basket used to gather snails.

Shepherd’s sling
Used by herders to control their animals,
or as a weapon in ancient times.

Ancient artifacts such as tunics and sandals
and ropes have been found in burial sites in
the area dating back to the Neolithic period. Caracolera
Shepherds have also been known to weave
while herding, with the young learning from the

Forrado de garrafas y botellas
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REPRADRIEDONEZ LD Covered bottles and containers
Snail basket To protect the glassware and for keeping the
Expandable bag for snails, or sometimes fish contents cool.
and shellfish.
Pleita quesera
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Cheese mould
Manchego cheese takes on the characteristic
embossed pattern of the esparto plait as It is
used as a mould for the curd to cure. Cuchara de pastor
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Utensil for eating curd, made while tending
to animals in the field.

Pannier for donkeys
For transporting goods, crops, fodder and so on.
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/XM Pine

Basket / With Lid
L Approx. W30*D14.5*H9 cm
S Approx. W13.5"D13.5*H7 cm

Basket / Hanging Type
L Approx. W19.5*D8.5*H33 cm
S Approx. W15.5*D7*H27 cm

Tool Case
L Approx. W16*D9*H17 cm
S Approx. W15*D8.5*H12 cm

Tray / Round
L Approx. dia. 25.5*H10.5 cm
S Approx. dia. 20*H8.5 cm

Basket
L Approx. W43.5*D32*H19.5 cm
S Approx. W33.5*D22.5*H14 cm

Basket / With Handle
S Approx. W35*D26*H35.5 cm

$39.00
$19.00

$26.00
$19.00

$29.00
$19.00

$29.00
$26.00

$59.00
$39.00

$76.00
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740— Willow

Basket / With Handle / Oval

L Approx. W42*D29*H23 cm
S Approx. W30*D21*H17 cm
Basket / Oval / Shallow

Approx. W43*D29.5"H14 cm
Basket / With Handle / Round

L Approx. dia. 32*H20 cm
Basket / With Lid / Round

L Approx. dia. 28*H23 cm

S Approx. dia. 24*H12 cm

$109.00
$76.00

$69.00

$76.00

$99.00
$76.00
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IR/NIVb  Esparto
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Shopping Basket / With Single Handle FVWHDERTEEEE. ZOHDNDI v X&HELDD,
3 Approx. W36*D25*H17 cm $99.00 NS EBROEEICAbETESIZLLTN,
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Found MUJI

Innovations of MUJI are not simply a process of creation,

they are a review of living by “Searching and Finding”.

Searching throughout the world for durable and long-lasting daily necessities,
MUJI refines found items to suit our changing lifestyles,

cultures and customs, reproducing them at reasonable prices.

From 2003, ‘Found MUJI’ started its journey with a keen eye for good products,
exploring the underlying values of the makers,

retaining the essence of their creations,

and re-tailoring them into MUJI goods that fit the modern way of life.

The Found MUJI journey began in Aoyama.

Join us as we continue the Found MUJI journey together.

Found MUJI World Baskets 2
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