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BOX3 Boxes in North America

The vast and populous nations of the United States of America and Canada are
home to a variety of resources, industries as well as agriculture. Here, many different
types of boxes have been made for transporting goods from region to region.

North America is a region where roots can be traced back to many different cultures.
Living on the same land allowed people to explore local materials and develop
unigue everyday items that answered to the needs of the growing communities.

Boxes are manufactured using straightforward steps of cutting, bending and joining,
which include processes of sewing, welding and clamping. Although simple to make,
these rationally designed boxes are usually built to be tougher than it is required.
The beauty of each product can be found in the material and its construction, not
only in its appearance.

In its widest terms, anything used to hold and transport goods was the definition
of ‘boxes’; while ‘simple’ but ‘sturdy’ are the keywords to describe this collection of
boxes found in North America.
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Canvas Basket

In factories, these canvas baskets function as reusable
containers. Made of lightweight and durable canvas that is
reinforced with a steel frame, these baskets were revolutionary
at a time when most factories depended on wooden and
metal boxes.
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Situated on the coast of the Atlantic Ocean, this particular canvas
basket manufacturer was founded in Boston in 1921. Using the same
canvas used in shipbuilding, baskets were made for carrying coal in
the coal mining industry. They are now made in many shapes and
sizes to hold different items such as fish in the fishing industry, fabric
at garment factories and linens in hotels. Processing steel and canvas
is heavy labour. Steel is first bent and welded to create sturdy frames.
They are then fitted with canvas sheets, which are sewn into place.
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Polyethylene Tote Box

These kinds of boxes are often seen used in transportation
from city to city in the U.S. by trucks and planes.
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From cutting the patterns out of the plastic sheets to the assembling
of the final product, every production stage is handled under the
same roof. After the plastic sheets are cut the remnants are crushed
and melted for recycling back into the same plastic sheets. The light
thin sheets are folded into shape and secured in place with thermal
adhesives. This results in surprisingly sturdy boxes.
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Top: The raw materials compared with used materials, crushed

and ready for recycling.

Bottom: Assembly is simply a matter of folding along perforated

lines and heating the surfaces to weld them together.
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SEWEMENRTE] [TRE| EVIRBICEZHNBEINTWIELBEANAIL T ADBD I, standards often involve simple steps in its manufacturing process. The appeal of
craftsmanship in North America lies in an emphasis on rational, easily understood definitions

of what constitutes quality — products that are easy to use and built to last.
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Aluminium Box

The metal lunchbox is the skilled miner’s loyal companion.
Customized with stickers or etched to commemorate special
events, the lunchboxes of the miners tell their life stories.
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Sudbury in Ontario, Canada is said to be the site of a meteor crash
many years ago that may have contributed to the area’s resources
of nickel, titanium and other metals. The underground tunnels of the
mines can sometimes be a harsh working environment, where the
temperature could become close to 50 degrees Celsius. To ensure
proper nourishment and also as a precaution as blockages do occur

from falling rocks, miners usually bring large meals down with them.

These lunchboxes hold sandwiches, fruits and other food as well as a
flask that fits into the lid.
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Miners at the training centre receiving instruction on how to operate heavy machinery.
A miner leaves for lunch with his own lunchbox in hand to take a break.
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The metal lunchbox is part of the mining uniform. After a particular
miner made his own customised lunchbox, it gained popularity with
his fellow miners such that he eventually began its production. The
lunchboxes are still made using the original method, with aluminium
plates bent and riveted into place by hand.
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Aluminium plates are individually bent to form each component.
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Maple Wood Basket

Strips of maple are woven in such a way that it comfortably fits
the back as lightweight pack baskets, which makes walking
through forests or over ice easier. This type of basket was
originally crafted from ash.
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Maine shares its border with Canada, where maple is a common
material. Here, maple baskets are used for many purposes: when
harvesting vegetables, hunting in the forest, collecting mushrooms,
nuts and berries as well as for holding tools needed for ice-fishing.
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A basket made from ash, the material from which these type of baskets

were originally crafted.




R HY FLEXA=TILOWEKIZRFPHONL, LEEEELTEREIDREAAZET, Long, thin strips of maple are soaked in water until soft. It is then fixed to the base and woven onto the frame
FIRTIEEIEBRCTELLATAVNIERYET, Once dry, the pack is surprisingly light and durable.




34

Canvas Basket
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Steel Frame Canvas Basket

[02481637 1S
Approx. 44*33*H43cm
$186

Canvas Basket / Ecru

[02484675 JApprox. 63*18*H43cm
$150

Canvas Basket / Black

[02484682_JApprox. 63*18*H43cm
$150

Polyethylene Tote Box

[02484507 ]S / White
Approx. 33.5*46.5*H16cm
$29

[02484538 ] / White
Approx. 33.5"46.5*H30cm

$36

[0248514 ]S / Grey
Approx. 33.5"46.5*H16cm

$29

[02484515 L / Grey
Approx. 33.5"46.5*H30cm

$36

Aluminum Box with Lid and Handle

[0284477 1S
Approx. 23*13.5*20.5cm
$130

Maple Wood Basket

[02181569 1S
Approx. 27*25.5*H34.5cm

$150

[o241a84 L
Approx. 32*13.5*20.5cm

$150

[o2as4576 ]
Approx. 33*27*H40cm
$170

[02484521 ]S / Blue
Approx. 33.5*46.5*H16cm

$29

[02484552 ] / Blue
Approx. 33.5"46.5*H30cm

$36
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Metal Edge Box
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[02484712 ]With Lid / Thin
Approx. 18.5*7*4cm
$16

S 4

[02484743_|With Lid / A4
Approx. 32.524.5*8cm

$26

[02484774 ]With Hinge Lid / A5/ L
Approx. 24*18*21.5cm

$29

[02484798 |Stand File Box / A5
Approx. 15.5*8*23cm
$16

36
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[02484729 |With Lid / Postcard / S
Approx. 18.5*13*4cm
$19

[02484750 ]With Hinge Lid / Business Card
Approx. 10.5*5*7.5cm
$9

[02a84781 JWith Hinge Lid / A4
Approx. 32¥13*27cm
$29

[02481804 ] Stand File Box / A4
Approx. 22.5*9*28cm
$19

[02484736_|With Lid / Postcard / L
Approx. 18.5*13*7cm
$23

[02484767 |With Hinge Lid / A5/ S
Approx. 24*8*21cm
$26

Bankers Box

T

W34.5*D41*26.5cm
$19

|
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[7189270 JHalf 2pc
W34.5*D41*13cm
$29
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Found MUJI

Innovations of MUJI are not simply a process of creation,

they are a review of living by “Searching and Finding”.

Searching throughout the world for durable and long-lasting daily necessities,
MUJI refines found items to suit our changing lifestyles,

cultures and customs, reproducing them at reasonable prices.

From 2003, ‘Found MUJI’ started its journey with a keen eye for good products,
exploring the underlying values of the makers,

retaining the essence of their creations,

and re-tailoring them into MUJI goods that fit the modern way of life.

The Found MUJI journey began in Aoyama.

Join us as we continue the Found MUJI journey together.
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